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1 . D This communication is responsive to . 

2. M The allowed claim(s) Is/are 1-10 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 22 January 2004 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the specific 
limitations of "adjusting dual stone cutting saw blades ... one-eight of an inch" in the 
combination as claimed in claim 1 are not anticipated nor made obvious by the prior art 
of record in the examiner's opinion. For example, With reference to Figs. 1-2, 
Ellison'5,758,634 discloses concrete shearing method for creating a step in the edge of 
a concrete block. The method includes conveying the concrete block through a sawing 
station that saws a thin groove and leaves a thin strip of concrete near the edge of the 
block. The block is then conveyed through a shearing station that includes two rollers 
mounted to a bar. The Inner distance between the outer peripheries of the rollers is set 
to less than the thickness of the block and the resultant shear created by the roller 
arrangement shears the narrow strip of concrete from the block. The step created in the 
block is very even and rectangular in shape. 
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Art Unit: 3723 

With reference to Figure 1, col. 2, lines 14-48, Allen'5,1 89,939 discloses an apparatus 
for cutting a block of ice. To facilitate the transfer of the uncut block of ice into the feed 
chute of the frame, a feed assembly is secured to frame to assist in removing the cut ice 
from the frame. The frame is mounted on a stand in an Inclined position with the feed 
assembly higher than the discharge assembly to allow gravity feed of the ice. A gang of 
blades are used with the saws in order to cut the block of ice Into smaller sized blocks 
with one pas through the feed chute. 



With reference to Figure 6, col. 4, lines 54-59, Cymbalisty et al.'4,327,174 discloses an 
apparatus for cutting a core of tar sand with a pair of angularly disposed, driven, circular 
saws 215 which are mounted on the saw carriage 209. The saws 215 are preferably 
positioned so that the lower margins are slightly spaced apart. The blades of the saws 
preferably may be of the diamond-edge type used for masonry work. 
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However, the prior art of record fails to provide or suggest: the specific limitations of 
"adjusting dual stone cutting saw blades ... one-eight of an inch" in the combination as 
claimed in claim 1 . 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0163. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday/630AM-300PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hail can be reached on 703-308-2687. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electroijiic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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